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students was a novelty to one accustomed to
unrestrained demonstrations in an Edinburgh
lecture - room. Of the return journey I recall
a night on the deck of the steamer between
Cologne and Eotterdam. Under the light of a
full moon, I watched in solitude the windings
of the Rhine, through scenes curiously foreign,
which somehow revived strongly that sense of
the foreignness of all experience on this strange
planet, that had so often haunted me at home.
The sight of Holland from the summit of a tower
in Eotterdam was tantalising. The country was
for me associated with Descartes, and Locke,
and toleration; and this transient outlook was
attractive. But my finance was exhausted, and
Holland remained unexplored for more than fifty
years. The house in which Erasmus was born,
and his monument on the Boomjees, was an
interest in Eotterdam. In those days I was
apt to sympathise with the ecclesiastical policy
of Erasmus.

I returned to the land of Lome when Scotland
was in the crisis of an ecclesiastical conflict, which
in one form or another had been going on for
nearly ten years. None of the parties engagedlowed by another on Xenophon,
